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July 13, 2020 
 
Greetings Northern Community, 
 
We hope that you all are doing well as we continue to persevere during this pandemic. We have missed you all so 
much!  While many things about the 2020-21 school year are still unknown, we would like to take this opportunity to 
share what information we do have with our school community. 
 
The Ignite Online Academy is not an option for students in grades 9 through 12 since all DPS high schools will be 
facilitating remote learning for the fall semester. Please note that the remote learning experience in the fall will be 
very different compared to the remote learning experience that ended the 2019-20 school year. We would also like 
to emphasize that the remote learning plan we used last school year was in line with the expectations established by 
the NC Department of Public Instruction.  
 
This fall, the remote learning plan will include regular learning days in which students receive real-time, virtual 
instruction from their Northern teachers. All assignments, including assessments, will be graded and students will be 
held accountable for learning. These synchronous learning days will follow a period-based schedule. Students’ 
grades will be documented in PowerSchool and attendance will be taken.  
 
In addition to the synchronous days, there will be asynchronous days, which are self-directed learning days that 
provide students the opportunity to digest their learning, participate in extracurricular or co-curricular activities, and 
partake in sessions designed to support the social and emotional health of our students.  
 
Durham Public Schools has committed to providing an electronic device to every student and a hotspot to any 
student who needs access to the internet. More information on device deployment at Northern High School will be 
forthcoming.  
 
At Northern, we are committed to ensuring that all students have the best learning environment. We will continue to 
work towards that goal through a virtual experience. Please expect continued updates throughout the summer. 
 
Thank you, and we are looking forward to a successful 2020-21 school year. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Dan Gilfort, Principal 

 


